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BACKGROUND

e Referential forms correlate with the relative degree of a referent’s accessibility in discourse. For example, personal pronouns refer to highly accessible referents,
while definite noun phrases refer to referents of low accessibility (Ariel, 2001).

 There are several factors (e.g., grammatical function, recency, topicality) that can make a referent more or less accessible (for an overview, Arnold, 2010).

e Children sometimes seem to have difficulties in using an appropriate accessibility marker when they want to refer back to a referent in discourse. They use for
example personal pronouns that the recipient cannot assign a referent to (Strutzmann et al., 2011; Colozzo & Whitely, 2014).

To what extent do children consider the accessibility of discourse referents
when they produce written narratives?
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e Children used predominently high accessibility markers (personal pronouns > zero pronouns) to refer to highly
accessible referents.
- The referential forms agree with referents’ accessibility.
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e Children used low accessibility markers (names > definite noun phrases) to refer to low accessible referents.
But there is also a relative high proportion of personal pronouns.

- The referential forms agree partially with referents’ accessibility. The use of personal pronouns leads to
ambiguities.
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